
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Thursday, August 1, 2019  

 
Minutes 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman Michael Fasulo called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Council 
Chambers, 75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Chairman Michael J. Fasulo, Commissioners Robert E. Galati, Joseph Miceli and Julie 
Portfolio; Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay, Superintendent of Highway/Parks Annette 
Turnquist.  Absent/Excused:  Vice Chairman Michael T. DeFeo 
 
There was a quorum.  
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner Galati made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Portfolio, to accept the 
minutes of the June 6, 2019 meeting as submitted.  Motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS:  None. 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS: None. 
 
REPORT OF DIRECTOR OF RECREATION: 
Mr. Lapreay gave a report on summer programs.  The Playground Camp at Recreation Park ends 
this week.  It was a good year; no problems; staff is great.  Camp RISE (special needs camp) 
usually runs four weeks.  We had to cancel the first session since we only had four kids signed 
up.  We combined them with session two and had eleven kids enrolled.  It ended last Thursday.  
Next year Mr. Lapreay will try to market it better to see if we can get more interest.  Adult 
Softball is in playoffs now.  Hopefully it will be done August 9.  Fall ball registration started this 
week.  Summer theater had its last show last weekend.  It is a fantastic program; very talented 
kids.  It was another good year.  Music on the Green is in week 10 tonight.  The first concert was 
cancelled due to rain both days; it was added in September.  Kid’s Series on Tuesday nights has 
two shows left.  Tennis last session started this week.  The numbers were a little down this year.  
Swim lessons had a good year; ends next week.  Multi-sport camp wrapped up.  Track & Field is 
next.  Beach Volleyball (high school) is wrapping up.  There is a one-week beach volleyball 
camp next week for ages 7-14.  STEAM Camp (science, technology, engineering, arts and math) 
is for ages 5-6 and 7-9.  They will use Legos.  Scheduled for next week.  We are doing Water 
Yoga which ends August 25.  Field Hockey registration is open for girls entering grades 3-9. 
 
Commissioner Miceli asked if there is any chance of having an adult volleyball league.  It seems 
very popular in Bristol.  Mr. Lapreay said he could look into it. 
 
Pavilion rentals are very steady through September.  It is consistently busy on the weekends.  In 
response to a question regarding cost, Mr. Lapreay said it is $50 for the small pavilion at Rec 
Park and the drive-in one ranges from $50 to $150 with a $100 refundable deposit to cover any 
damage. 
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Commissioner Portfolio made a motion to accept the report of the Director of Recreation; 
seconded by Commissioner Galati and carried.  
 
REPORT ON PARKS DEPARTMENT: 
Superintendent Turnquist reported the following: 
 
Recreation Park.  Pool repairs were completed.  A lot of work was done in-house and with 
assistance from the Board of Ed.  The umbrella in the kiddie pool needed quite a bit of work.  It 
is done and is up and running.   
 
Board members were asked if they wished to have a pickle ball court at Recreation Park.  
Commissioner Galati said the sport is very popular.  The Y has several courts and there are about 
80 people who play there.  No one had any objection to adding a pickle ball court at Rec Park.  
There is one at Memorial and one at Panthorn. 
 
Memorial Park We received two bids for the Playscape.  Grasshopper Lawns from Naugatuck 
was selected.  They came with excellent recommendations and their price was right.  The 
concession building plans are coming along.  There will be no construction this year.  A pickle 
ball court was added. 
 
Panthorn Park pickle ball court was refreshed.  Playground work will take 2-3 days.  Mrs. 
Turnquist recommended waiting until school is back in session to do the work.  Members agreed. 
Mr. Lapreay noted that the basketball court needs to be considered. 
 
Trails.  Regular maintenance work. 
 
Tennis Courts.  Commissioner Miceli asked about when the courts would be repaired.  Mrs. 
Turnquist replied that she received one quote that was very high.  She got another quote and it 
was at the same level.  She spoke with Vermont Recreational who we have used before.  They 
could do work for less but not as extensive.  The amount of work needed is more of a capital 
expense/master plan thing.  While all the tennis courts are in the Master Plan, they are not in the 
first phases.  Memorial Park is first for renovations, then Recreation Park, and then Panthorn.  
She estimated 5-6 years for the repair, resurfacing and painting work to be scheduled. 
 
Mrs. Turnquist was asked about the playground surface material for the new playground at 
Memorial.  She spoke with the architect regarding the information about health issues with 
certain types of surface.  He did not feel that the type they would recommend using would be a 
concern.  Mrs. Turnquist said the choice is either that or wood chips.  She commented that they 
have wood chips at Recreation Park and they are a nightmare for maintenance purposes. 
 
In response to a question regarding the two proposals received at the last meeting, she has heard 
from the pollinator pathway people.  The locations seem fine and they are low maintenance.  
Plus they will get people to donate everything.  She has not yet heard from the other person 
about the “kindness rocks” program. 
 
Commissioner Miceli made a motion to accept the report from the Parks Department; seconded 
by Commissioner Portfolio and carried. 
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REPORT ON PARKS FROM COMMISSIONERS:  No reports. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, Commissioner Galati made a motion to 
adjourn; seconded by Commissioner Miceli.  Meeting adjourned at 6:46 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


